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Week-end Inventory of Grist

In the Literary Mills

By JOSEPH HENRY JACKSON

This morning at 10 o’clock the revived order of E Clampus

Vitus is dedicating a plaque in the new East Bay Terminal build-
ing. The rectangle of bronze is being put in place to honor the
man who first “ordered” the Bay Bridge built—Norton I,
: - Emperor of the United States and Protector
 of Mexico. ]
* A good deal has been written about Emperor
. Norton, one way and another. Albert Dressler
. did a booklet about him some years age, and
within the moath the Caxton Printers of
Caldwell, Idaho, brought out Allen Stanley
. Lane’s full-length book, “Emperor Norton: Mad
Monarch of America.” Now David Ryder tells
the story of the unfortunate man whose corner
in rice broke him, who went quietly mad in his
own way and who was lucky enough to live in
an age tolerant enough to honor his “serip,”
2 listen to his many “Proclamations” and never
grow irritated with him. Mr. Ryder calls his
brief study “San Francisco’s Emperor Norton
I,” and though it does not add a great deal to
what is known about Joshua Norton, it is a
very readable essay on that curious character.

EMPEROR XORTON

. with Norton's life.

One point Mr. Ryder makes is perhaps not very widely knewn

even to those who are familiar
Thet is his
dishke of the term “Frisco” for
San Francisco. Indeed, Nerton
became so angry at the use of
that word that he issued a proc-

lamation about it worded as fol- .

lows:

“Whoever after due and proper
warning shall be heard to utter
the abominable wordq ‘Frisco,
which has no linguistic or other
warrant. shall be deemed guilty
of a High Misdemeanor, and shall
pay into the Imperial Treasury

- as penalty the sum of twenty-five

dollars.”

As Mr. Ryder points out, there
is ne record of whether the Im-
perial Treasury benefited to any

" extent from fines assessed on this

ground. But there is no doubt of

" the justice of the Emperor's com-

plaint, “Frisco” is an abominable

word.

As for the bay bridge, that was
something he never tired of dis-
cussing. For some time, in the
latter years of his reign. he issued
proclamations proposing such a
bridge, but when he saw that this
would get him nowhere he issued
an “order” commanding that the
bridge “be built without delay.”
More, he accompanied the order

. with a sketch, drawvn by himself.

Strangely enough, the terminal of
the bridge he ordered was not
more than a block or two from
the actual site of the terminal
today.

It is for this reason that the -

order of E Clampus Vitus Redi-
vivus honors Emperor Norton's
memery today in enduring bronze.
And if the memorial stirs your
interest you can not do better
than get hold of David Ryder's
little book and meet the Emperor
for yourself. If the brief study of
the odd fellow holds vour inter~
est, you may want to go further.

In that case, Mr. Lane’s book is
Just the ticket.

Between the Lines
BOOK-AND-AUTHOR GOS-
SIP: The new issue (March) of
“Omnibook,” which should be on
the news stands as this appears,
will contain a condensation of one
of the interesting non - fiction
books of the season —the book,
“We Saw It Happen,” by 13 cor-
respondents of the New York
Times in various fields. Besides
this, “Omnibook” carries abridge-
ments of A, E. W. Mason’s ro-
manee, “Konigsmark,” the Pulitzer
prize biography of Andrew Jack-
son by Marquis James, Edward
Streeter’s humorous treatise on
commuting,“Daily Except Sunday,”
with pictures by Gluyas Williams,
and “Dynasty of Death,” Taylor
Caldwell's novel about a muni-
tions mogul which has been a
best-seller for several months...
Altogether a pretty big money’s
worth, I should say.

Phyllis Bottome, whose “Private
Worlds,” “The Mortal Storm” and
“Danger Signal” fiction readers
will know, is in San Francisco
with her husband, Captain Forbes-
Dennis. She is just completing a

. biography of the famous Viennese
psychiatrist, Alfred Adler, which
will appear probably next autumn
...One of the interesting newer
items relating to early-day Cali-
fornia is “A Prospectus {0 Form &
Society for Emigration to Califor-
nia,” by Carl Meyer and tirans-
lated from the German by Ruth
Frey Axe. Its author, who also
wrote “Bound for Sacramento”
(which Mrs. Axe also translated),
got out the German edition of this
very rare pamphlet in 1852 with
the purpose of urging his fellow
Swiss to migrate to the new land
of opportunity with him as their
leader,
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THIS HOAX WAS HARMLESS

By ALBERT PAYSON
TERHUNE
Yesterday I told you of an
abomirabiy cruel hoax perpeirated
, on & blind persors who craved to
own a Seeing Eve dog. Today
let me take some of the bad flavor
out of the story by telling you of
a harmless hoax I played on
guests who came to see the old-
time Sunnybank collies. In one
pocket of my shooting coat I used
to carry a handful of animal
crackers, as tidbits for my dogs.

Into anoiher I used to stuff 2 few
waffles left over from our Sunday
breakfast. Most of our dogs loved
both kinds of dainties. Champion
Sunnybank Explorer reveled in
bits of waffle, but he loathed ani-
mal cracxers.

I would call him to me in the
presence of guests (first hiding e
bit of waffle in one hand and an
animal cracker in the other) and
say: “Eat from my right hand.”

lways he would do so. Then, re-
versing the process, I would say:
“Eat from my left.” Smelling the

waffle I had just palmed in my
left hand, he would devour it, ig-
noring the animal cracker in my
right. Guests were astonished at
this seeming cleverness, which was
no cleverness at all.

it was on the same piinciple
which makes novices marvel at
the supposed intelligence of many
a “wonder dog” on the stage.

Grin, Bear It

Ry

@ G
a2
'z - 3
3 L A g

fCopr. 1989

— ]

By LICHTY

=

-
PRI
e

“I think we'll do better on this cruise—it’s th

got her husband!”

e same one where Agnes
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An Economist’sEquation Can Enhance Your
Obfuscation in Cogitating Data on Relief

Trere is a

By EARLE ENNIS

We made the mistake the other day of asking a
Government economist to clarify the problem of
relief. We explained, a bit truculently, that the
harder we worked to get some ultimate relief for
ourself, the bigger bite was takn out of our wages
to give to the fellow who doesn't do any work,

If, on the other hand, we let down on our daily
toil, we can’t pay our own bills. And if we double
in time and sweat, we manage only to pay our bills
and those of the guy who feeds the pigeons with
Government crackers. We were getting pretty con~
fused about the whole thing when this Government
economist ¢came along, so we just put our dilemma
trustingly in his hands.

It was all very simpie, the Government economist
assured us. It had all been reduced to computing
formulae which he would be very glad to explain.
He did. And if we were confused before, we were
dizzv when he finished. As far as we can remem-
ber it was scmething like this:

It cost the Governmeni half-a-dollar to keep a
third of a man three-fifths of a day on WPA. With
this as a basis, all we had to do was to figure out
what per cent of the daily wages of 67 working
men must be given to every 2:z men on relief to
cover their minimum expenszs over 53z days of 16
hours each. -

All we could make out of this simplie formula was
that our orne and one-fourth reliefer would be

. thrown ontircly on his 6Xn resources for eight hours

hile he was asieep. The rest of the Z4 hours we
were to take care of him.

What got us in this simpie setup was that we
coulént pick our one and one-fourii: man. And
another thing: We have always wanted to feed
pigeons with crackess ourself and now we know
thai we will never have time to do it.

Tzere seems (o be a spineisss setup in our na-
tional policy somewhere. Ever since Mexico expro-
priated $450.000.000 in American and British oil
properties, it has deen dickering with Germany,
I:alr and Japan for trade. Xot having ready cash,
tne ¥ascisy couniries went in for horse trading. A
$17.000.000 ceal with Germany swapped oil for
newsprint. merchandise and trucks. A swap with
I:alv converis Mexican oi! into Italian ravon.

While we sit in the parlor. ealing bread and
horey, the chickens in tiie henhouse are kidnaped
one by one. Are we to understand that this is in
line with our poiicy no: to interfere in foreign
affairs? Or ave the six Republicans left in America
to blame again?

Ail over towm screw crivers are selling like hot
cakes, It is surprising what souvenirs of an eXPo-
ition you can coiiecs if you have a handy littie
] Oie man had screw drivers

eTent sites fasiened on = board.
up and down Mission street.
own souvenirzi” ne was calling.

He was seli-

spread in that form of epidemic
known as “community singing.” To community sing

Sou need not have & vcice, All you nieed is a will

to sing and an indifference to suffering. After that
vou can just shut your eyes, lean back 2nd hop
to it. - .

The best community singers we have known have
been bathroom trained. We attended 2 community
sing one time, when it to started to rain. The
minute the air was filled with the sound of falling
water the volume of the singing doubled as the
bathroom brigade went into its real form. By the
time the rain had become a downpour the singers
were bellowing for dear life. It was such a success
that the director planned fo conduct a sing some
time near a waterfall to “get the best” out of his
chorus.

We had an Uncle Erasmus—Ike for short—who
couldn't sing a note. He was always popular at
community sings because he took one low note and
sang it “Aw!” without cessation. It formed a sort
of clothesline on which ithe others hung their har-
mony. He could “aw!” in any key if somebody
would start him off right. The last we heard of
him he was 2 sawmill on the radio and doing rather
well for himself.

Animal Crackers
By WARREN GOODRICH

“I do#’t miind you taking a shower

but keep the soap out of my eyes!”

Lab0r4seene

Oratorical Snuffer Put

On Dies Committee
By DREW PEARSON and ROBERT S. ALLEN

WASHINGTON, Feb. 25—It is not supposed
to be known yet, but the revamped Dies Cora-
nittee recently held a secret session at which
a highly important decision was made.

This was that no member of the committee
should make speeches while the committee is
proceeding witn its investigation.

This decision, of course, was a2imed directly
at Martin Dies himself, who made ali sorts of
speeches during the investigation last summer.
Dies has agreed to the new silencer. However,
some members of the committee have their
fingers crossed as to whether he will really live
up te it.

Rubber Lobby

It is significant that some of the youngsiers who
suddenly rose to fame during the early days of the
New Deal are now back in Washington lobbying
against the Administration which boosted them up
the ladder. Latest of these is Blackwell Smith, of
NRA fame.

At the age of 30, Blackwell Smith was general
counsel of the NRA and considered one of the
brightest young men In Washington. He was so
good—or else so lucky—that eventually he was made
a member of the NRA Board and one of the rulers
of the Blue Eagle.

“Blacky” was considered one of the boy wonders
of the country. Now, however, Blackwell Smith
has turned to lobbying, is the chief wire puller for
the rubber interests now being prosecuted for viola-
tion of the anti-trust laws. Simultaneously they
have Ooeen under scrutiny by the Monopoly
Committee.

+  Befora either of these got under way, Smith came
to Washington and invited Willis Ballinger, forth-
right economist of the Monopoly Investigating
Committee, to Junch.

“When your committee puts on its study of rub-
ber,” the young rubber lobbyist suggested, “it would
be a good idea to have the representatives of the
industry come in advance and go over the facts
with you. Then we can suggest some of the ques-
tions that you ought to ask during the hearings.”

Ballinger hit the ceiling at this, refused absolutely
to give away, in advance, the ammunition which
the Monopoly Committee was proposing to fire at
the rubber industry. Whereupon Mr, Blackwell
Smith observed: -

“You might as well co-operate. Because if you
don’t. we'll get some other member of the committee
to ask our questions.”

Note—Several members of the Monopoly Com-
mittee are irked with the Justice Department for
beginning prosecution of the rubber tire companies
Jjust as public hearings by the committee were about
to open. They made it plain the rubber companies
now can refuse to testify on monopoly on the
grounds that they may incriminate themselves.
And by postponing its attack a few weeks, the Jus-
tice Department could have used all the material
disclosed by the committee,

Under the Dome

Relatives of an American official in Rome write
home that there is considerable Italian reseatment
against Mussolini and fear that he will plunge the
country into war. There have also been mutinies
in the Italian army. The letter came in the diplo-
matic pouch, therefore was uncensored. . . Able Ed
Foley, assistant general counsel of the Treasury, is
a good bet to succeed the late Herman Oliphant as
general counsel. . . Another man likely to step up
to his boss’ shoes is Matt Maguire, fast working
assistant to Joe Keenan, assistant to the Attorney

-
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Finally the Senator Arrived

General. This is one of the key spots in the Justice
Department,

Innocence Abroad

Vivacious Senator Bob Reynolds of North Caro-
lina cut quite a swath during his recent visit to
Europe, and State Department officials are still
talking about his “study of European conditions.”

Before he arrived in Budapest, capital of Hun-
gary, Senator Revnolds wrote the American Lega-
tion that he wanted a report on political condi-
tions prepared for him in advance. He did not
state his time of arrival. but another American
Legation wired Budapest that he was arriving at
8 a. m. and to be ready.

So the American Legation was ready. Its per-
sonnel had burned the midnight oil in order to pre-
pare the report for the North Carolina Senator, and
one of the. diplomatic secretaries, William W,
Schott, rushed to the station before breakfast, the
repert under his arm.

But Senator Reyrolds did not arrive. Mr. Schott
combed the various hotels. Still no Senrator. Finally
he found that Reynolds had registered at the Gel-
lert Hotel on the Buda side of the Danube river,
and Schott went there immediately to dsliver the
Teport.

Senator Reynolds. however, was not there. So
Schott sat down and waited. He felt sure that the
Senator would want the report which the Lega-
tion had so-diligently prepared. so he broke a
luncheon engagement and camped in the hotel
lobby.

Finally the Senator arrived. On one arm was a
blonde, on the other a brunette, and obviously he
was not interested in the political problems of Hun-
garvy—at least at the moment.

“Oh. Senator Rernolds,” greeted Mr. Schott, “I've
been looking for rou all over Budapest. We are so
glad you are here.”

“Yeah.” quoth the Senator. X

“The Legation is entirely at your disposal” con-
tinued Schott “Just let us kmow if there is any-
thing we can do for vou.”

“But what about the report you wanted?
brought it to yeu.”

“Forget it,” said the new member of the Sepate
Foreign Relations Commiitee.

(Copsrizht, 1939)
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Waterfront Differences
Easily Could Be Settled

By ARTHUR EGGLESTON

The general feeling seems to be
that differences over pay, hours
and conditions in the present
waterfront tieup could be ironed
out without any more than the
usual stubborn bargaining and
maneuvering.

It would be an easy matter,
perhaps, for an arbitrator to de-
cide whether the Encinal Ter-
minal was or was not paying the
proper amount - of overtime,
whether ships’ clerks checking
cargo were or were not being re-
quired to stand by too long with-
out pay. whether journeymen ship
clerks were or were not being un-
fairly run out of their jobs by un-
warranied use of apprentices.

But right now it seems impos-
sible for the saip clerks’ union
and tne waterfront employers to
sit down and pound the table
over these concrete differences be-
cause something having to do
with principie and the sanctity of
contracts is at stake.

And the principlie involved,
sanctity of contracts. also stands
in the way of any submission to
an arbiirator. The claim that the
senctity of the contract had been

islated was made br both the
union and the empioyers. The
gillerence iz taas they are

P,
different acgree~

rs ad-
existence of a pbasic con-
tract signed March 30, 1937, Cer-
H ns regarding paymepd
, use of apprentices
ther matiers were agreed to
in {ha$ contract. The union sass
3t wiil send ils membders back 10
work 2% Encinal Terminal :if the
ime pay, hours and condi-

therein provided are ob-
nding a €0-J25 pericd of

t ded Zer in that
agreement should be odserved un-
til an arbitrator rules othierwise.
It i3 all very wail te lalk about
i3inal basic agreem

i aan

changes which were tc go into ef-
fect. The letter was received es s
communication and entered on
the minutes of the committee.
This was equivalent to making
it part of the contract, say em-
ployers. The changes were put

into effect and have been followed
since about June, 1937.

The union contends, despite the
lapse of time, that it would be
impossivle legally te change the
then existing contract without
ratification by the entire mem-
bership of 660. No form of rati-
ication, approval or acceptance
was ever given nor was the sup-
piemental understanding now in
controversy ever signed by the
union membership. it is argued.

And even though the joint
checier committee may have
agreed to the changes, such agree-
ment could legaliy have no force
and eifect, is the further conten-
tion. The agreement of March
30, 1937, specifically provides that
the joint checker committee is
“withoui authority” to make any
changes in the agzreement con-
trarr to the provisions in the
sizned document, says union of-
ficials,

There it is. the real controversr.
Whas steps are jegally and mor-
ally necessary to change a col-
icciive bargaining coniract which
has been ratified and signed by
ti:e members of iwo contending
grouns so that the amended
agreement will take on the sanc-
tily of ihe original? What gives
sanctity? Does the fact that the
membership slept on its rights
and allowed changes to be put
inic elfect that they had not
approved sanclify those changes?

Those seem to be the basic
: waich any  arditrasor
‘e 10 answer if the con-

: H headed off
1 have to answer
ihe question whether or not it is
putting 100 much power perhaps
into the hands of a few indivice
uals to give them power (o change
an agreement which could not
go inio eifect in the first piace

1tor might well
kot on and empioy-
crz. “Haw sarred is a colirctive
vargaining contract if it can be
treaied io so0 cavalier a fashion?”
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_FOR DELAYING YOUR CAR _.AND
STEPPED IN A DUDDLE OF OlL— .

Attention!
Quiz Fans

The saskin Quiz Beok is
just what.you have been

Recgret

==

looking for—an accurate
publication ‘at a nominal
cost. It contains 750 ques-
tions on special and miscel-
laneous  subjects.  including
Art, Biographies,
Bible, Sports and Games,
Natural History, Literature,
Language. Music, Familiar
Sayings, Science, Geography
and many others. You will
like this book by the original
answer mzn. Quizzes are
fun for all and educational
as well. Order your copy
now., Ten cents pestpaid.
Use coupon beiow,
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S ASKINS
. [ J
A reader can get the answer
to anu question of fact by writ-
ing Thc San Francisco Chron-
icle Information Burcau.Fred-
crie J. Haskin, director, Wask.-
ingion. D. C. Please cnclosc

three 13) cents jor repiy.

thirz over 190.

A. Do

Q. Is tnere a smilitary post in -
the Beigian Congo where ele-
phanis are irained as beasis of
burden? P.F. N.

A. The Belgian Embassy savs:
“The Beizian governmen: main-
tains two si2tions in the Beigian A,
Congo for domesticating and
training elephants. The p:
station is at Api, ihe subsi
s:ation is at Gangaia Na Bedio.
Botl: are in the Neriheastern sec-
tion of the coiony ining of
elephanis was roduced in
the Belgian Congo by order of A
H. M. King Leopcid II. adbout

of Indiz
of veing

tates.

The gun

training stations) number some-  in

Q. Who is the younzes
dent of a State

Herman

= 0. president of the U

e voungzest h
State universiiy in the Un:ited

Q. Is liguor soid all day
day in New York ciir? M. S
New York's liguor lawm:

nov aliow the serving of alc
beverages unil 1 p. m. on
days,

uses n e

Wwas the actual gun thar was used

Stations in Belgian Congo
Where Elephants Are Trained

un

commuted

seniance o lle

ATe there many

m

1339-1330. The present method of
capturing the an s is to stam-
pede a herd of elephanis and to
lasso and rope the one seiected—
preferably a young elephand 12 6
15 vears of age and measuring at
leass 5 or 5°: feet althe st <.
The capive s
tween twe 008
{cailed “mon

Name

witich
burdens.

2 “monirors™ and

ewith 1C cents in cc:
pacer! for a coupy cf the =AS

Use This Coupon

The Sen Francisco Ckronicle, Inf
Frederic J. Haskin, Director, Was

! enclose ko

U
Street or Rural Route. v vvverinneeennenennennen.

R 7S

{Mail to Wa

the studens eiephants (at the (%o




